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INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents and Students,

At Metropole School Al Waha, our focus is on nurturing future leaders. Our
motto, "Nurturing Leadership,” highlights the importance of providing a
supportive and inclusive environment for students to grow and reach their full
potential. Our vision is to create a sustainable and inclusive community hub
that nurtures tomorrow's leaders.

We believe in fostering an inclusive learning environment that enables our
students to grow academically, socially, and emotionally. Our school offers a
rich and diverse curriculum that not only focuses on academic excellence, but
also emphasises the development of essential life skills, critical thinking, and
creativity. We are dedictaed to preparing our students for the real-world,
where they are able to be independent, forward-thinking, and innovative!

We provide excellent education for students from Foundation Stage 1 to Year 9. The delivery of British
curriculum subjects and the Ministry of Education subjects (Arabic, Islamic, Social Studies and Moral Education)
ensures students develop a broad understanding understanding of the local and regional heritage, learn about
the language of the country and its values. The focus in the Prep School is on “Nurturing Creativity”; students are
encouraged to be creative through being young entrepreneurs, being active in sport, and expressive through the
performing arts.

This booklet has been produced to inform you about your child’s learning at Metropole School, Al Waha during
this academic year; it is intended to give a broad overview of the learning journey students will undertake. It's an
important tool for developing and maintaining our partnership with you - the more information you have about
how your child is learning and what they are learning, the more you are able to support and enhance their
progress. We are very much committed to growing leaders, and so our curriculum has been designed to provide
students with ample opportunities to develop skills and gain accreditations related to leadership. Throughout the
Prep School, students will be encouraged to establish their leadership and embrace leadership opportunities.

| encourage all our students to embrace curiosity, be open to new ideas, and challenge themselves to reach their
full potential. We hope that you, as parents, will support both the teaching staff and your children in this
challenging but exciting journey.

Yours sincerely,

C) \'}513-%@':’@@

Ms. Daniella Aschettino
Secondary Headteacher
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English

Amirah Ahmed

a.ahmed_mtw@gemsedu.com

English

Carla Jiacoumi

c.jiacoumil_mtw@gemsedu.com

English

Rachel Dowdalls

r.dowdalls_mtw@gemsedu.com

English

Rhiann Bannister

r.bannister mtw@gemsedu.com

Science

Anum Igbal

a.igbal_mtw@gemsedu.com

Science

Nazmin Abdullah

n.abdullah_mtw@gemsedu.com

Science

Eimaar Donnellan

e.donnellan_mtw@gemsedu.com

Moral Education

Yasmeen Jama

y.jama_mtw@gemsedu.com

Mathematics

Adam Little

a.little_mtw@gemsedu.com

Mathematics

Rachel Papadapolous

r.papadopoulos _mtw@gemsedu.com

Mathematics

Nikita Johnson

n.johnson_mtw@gemsedu.com

Mathematics

Ellisha Hughes

e.hughes_mtw@gemsedu.com

History/Geography

Elizabeth Smith

e.smith_mtw@gemsedu.com

Art

Charlotte Snow

c.snow_mtw@gemsedu.com

Drama

Dominique Kingston

d.kingston_mtw@gemsedu.com

Music

Christina Connell

c.connell_mtw@gemsedu.com

Entrepreneurship & Computer Science

Jeffrey Brew

j.brew_mtw@gemsedu.com

French Abdelrahman Mohamed a.mohamed_mtw@gemsedu.com
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 9

Dear Year 9 Students,

Welcome back! | hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer break, filled with fun and relaxation. As the
Head of Year 9, | am genuinely excited to embark on this new academic year with you and continue being a part
of your educational journey at MTW.

Year 9 is a pivotal year in your schooling. It's a time of growth, exploration, and important decisions. This year,
you will have the opportunity to choose your subject options for GCSESs, a crucial step that will shape your
academic path in Years 10 and 11 and beyond. These choices are not just about the subjects you enjoy or excel
in but also about setting the stage for your future aspirations and careers. Take this time to explore your interests,
ask questions, and seek guidance from your teachers and mentors.

We understand that making these decisions can feel overwhelming, but remember, you are not alone. Our
dedicated team of teachers and staff are here to support and guide you. We will provide you with the information
and resources you need to make informed choices and help you understand how each subject can contribute to
your future goals.

In addition to academic growth, Year 9 is also about personal development. Engage in the diverse range of
extracurricular activities MTW offers, from sports to arts to various clubs. These activities are designed to help
you develop new skills, make new friends, and discover new passions.

Let's make this year not just successful but truly meaningful. Embrace the challenges and opportunities ahead
with a positive mindset. Let's work together to create a vibrant, supportive, and inspiring learning environment
where every student can thrive.

Here’s to an exciting, productive, and rewarding Year 9 at MTW. Together, we will make it a fantastic year!

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Nazmin Abdullah
Head of Year 9




STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Student Leadership is visible in all aspects of MTW life. It is embedded within our curriculum and there are many
opportunities to develop personal leadership skills within various leadership roles. We believe that student
leadership develops confidence, resilience and responsibility. Through a wide-ranging leadership programme, our
students become creative thinkers, problem solvers and more effective communicators, which is an integral part of
lifelong learning. We have student leaders across all phases of the school, representing key areas such as;

Student Council Eco Leader House Captain
Student Ambassador Welcome Committee Class Monitors

Student Council: Students can be elected to the student council, where they can represent their peers, voice their
opinions, and participate in decision-making processes within the school.

Class Monitors: Assigning roles such as class monitors or representatives allows students to take responsibility for
maintaining order, assisting teachers, and supporting their classmates.

Welcome Committee: Being part of the welcome committee allows students to welcome new students to the
school, helping them adjust and feel included. This role involves giving tours, answering questions, and being a
friendly face for newcomers.

Student Leader: Student leaders are selected to represent their year group or school. They assist inorganising
events, leading initiatives, and setting a positive example for their peers.

House Captain: House captains lead their respective houses in school activities, competitions, and events. They
promote house spirit, encourage participation, and help organise house-related events.

Student Ambassador: Acting as ambassadors during school events, open days, or tours, students can showcase
their school, interact with visitors, and develop public speaking and interpersonal skills.

Incorporating Student Voice

Student leadership without student voice is not effective. Student voice is important in leadership in two ways.
Firstly, those students holding positions of leadership should be able to speak openly to key members of staff in the
school in order to discuss ideas and strategies they would like to initiate. Secondly, student leadership programmes
should include a student voice structure that reaches all students in the student body. In this way, student leaders
represent the student body as well as carry out key roles in the school. This in turn provides the student leaders with
credibility. The Secondary school leaders also meet with students bi-weekly during lunchtimes to gather their
thoughts for improvement, and feedback about the school. All students are welcome to meet with the leaders during
these sessions and we encourage all to attend at least one session throughout the academic year.



ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

At Metropole School, we always like to hear from the parents of the students we teach. In order for us to deal with
any comments, concerns or questions quickly and effectively, please direct these to the relevant members of staff
as listed below.

Academic Concerns: Any academic concerns about your child’s progress should, as a first point of call, be shared

with your child’s Form Teacher. Broader questions about how the curriculum is organised should be addressed to
the Heads of Department, or the class teachers of your son/daughter.

English Amirah Ahmed
Maths Adam Little

Science Anum Igbal
Physical Education Ciara Kirby

Islamic Studies Ahmed Kamal
Arabic A Mohamed Hamoush
Arabic B Esraa Ismail
Humanities (History, Geography) Charmaine Hale
Modern Foreign Languages Charmaine Hale
ICT & Computing Charmaine Hale
Entrepreneurship Jeffrey Brew

Art Charmaine Hale
Performing Arts (Drama, Music, Dance) Christina Connell
Moral, Social, and Cultural Studies (MSC) Charmaine Hale
Extra-curricular Activities Nikita Johnson & Tom Scorgie

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an academic matter, please contact your
son/daughter’s Head of Year.

Heads of Year

Head of Year 7 Dominique Kingston

Head of Year 8 Mustahsan Shah

Head of Year 9 Nazmin Abdullah



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Here you will find a summary of the subjects which Year 8 students study, along with the time allocated on a

weekly basis.
Subiect Lesson Per Time Allocated
] Week Minutes

English 5 300
Maths 4 240
Science 4 240
Physical Education 2 120
Islamic Studies (Muslim students) / Intervention (non-

. 2 120
Muslim students)
Arabic A or B 3 180
Geography and Social Studies 1 60
History and Social Studies 1 60
French 1 60
Entrepreneurship 1 60
ICT & Computing 1 60
Art 1 60
Performing Arts: Drama and Music on rotation 1 60

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies 1 60



ENGLISH

The Year 9 English course is designed to reinforce, consolidate, and expand the knowledge and skills developed
throughout our Key Stage Three Curriculum. This course integrates the interrelated strands of language, literature,
and literacy, serving as a bridge to the English Language and English Literature IGCSE courses.

In Year 9, students will progress from studying modern texts to analyzing works of literary heritage. They will delve
deeper into both modern and classic poems, considering the historical and cultural contexts in which they were
written. Students will also have opportunities to write for diverse audiences and purposes, honing essential skills
such as effective research and proofreading.

Additionally, the curriculum introduces students to the conventions of drama texts and their significance within the
literary canon. Each week, one lesson is dedicated to reading.

How will students reading and writing skills be assessed?

A matrix of assessment is utilised in the subject to allow students to view their progress across the year. The
assessment objectives and grades have been mapped out inline with Pearson Edexcel English Language GCSE to
allow for a smooth transition into KS4.

Reading:

AOL1 - read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives.

AO2 — understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects.

AO3 — explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed.
Writing:

AO4 — communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes and
audiences.

AOS5 — write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and accurate
spelling, grammar and punctuation.



ENGLISH continued

COURSE OVERVIEW

Term la: Romeo and Juliet by
William Shakespeare

Students will delve into one of
Shakespeare’s most famous
tragedies about the ‘Star
Crossed Lovers.” They will
spend time learning about the
context of Shakespeare,
focusing on what society was
like in England in

the 16th Century. Students will
then identify key themes and
characters as part of gaining
and understanding for literary

Content heritage.

Term 1b: Sustainable Non-
Literary Texts

Centered on sustainability,
students hone skills in analyzing
and creating impactful content.
Exploring diverse forms like
reports, speeches, and
advertisements, they learn to
critically evaluate environmental
issues and communicate
persuasive arguments. This unit
fosters proficiency in textual
analysis and effective
communication strategies.
Term la: Essay style question
on theme.

Term 1b: Create a piece of
writing in the style of a specific
text type.

Useful Websites:
= h : n I

Assessment

rning.com/en-GB

= https://www.commonlit.org/en

= https://www.century.tech/

Term 2a: Dystopian Fiction

Students will read a range of short
stories that all have a sinister /
dystopian element to them. They
will then focus on how narrative
perspective, symbolism, overall
structure and detailed description
can impact a story and its
audience. Alongside the texts
they read they will begin to craft
their own dystopian fiction,
practicing the craft of the writer
through drafting and editing their
work.

Term 2b: Poetry Study

Preparing students for the IGCSE
Literature exam. Through close
reading and interpretation, they
cultivate skills in analyzing
themes, structure, and poetic
techniques. Engaging with diverse
poets fosters appreciation and
proficiency in literary analysis,
equipping students to excel in
understanding and interpreting

poetry.

Term 2a: Narrative written piece.

Term 2b: Comparative
Analysis based around a theme.

Term 3a and 3b: Novel study

Students will complete a study of a
novel. This unit will allow students
to observe the writer's craft and
apply linguistic and structural
methods in an effective manner to
their own writing.

Term 3a: descriptive writing task
and PT tests.

Term 3b: speaking and listening
skills assessed through topical
class debate.


https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.commonlit.org/en
https://www.century.tech/

MATHS

In Year 9, students follow the UK National Curriculum for England. Students will learn a variety of topics that lay the
foundation for the IGCSE in Mathematics. In Year 9 Mathematics thery continue the focus on Mastery, each topic is
studied for a longer period of time so students can explore in greater depth and truly master their numeracy sKills.
To supplement this work, students will also work on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday
situations and work on student’s problem solving skills.

COURSE OVERVIEW

*Enlargement and similarity

«Straight line graphs *Numbers . ) .
*Solving ratio and proportion

*Forming and solving equations *Using percentages
Content *Testing conjectures *Maths and money problems

*Three dimensional shapes -Deduction *Rates

*Constructions and congruency *Probability

*Algebraic representation

*Rotation and
translation
*Pythagoras’ Theorem

Written assessment at the end of Written assessment at the Written assessment at the end of
term 1 covering all topics from term 1 end of term 2 covering all term 2 covering all topics studied
Assessment . .
topics studied from term 1 fromterm 1, 2 and 3.
and 2

Useful Websites:

= www.khanacademy.org

https://www.century.tech/

www.bbc.com/education/subijects/zghs34j

www.corbettmaths.com



https://www.century.tech/
http://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zqhs34j
http://www.corbettmaths.com/

SCIENCE

In Year 9 Science, we continue to follow the National Curriculum for England and build on the foundational
concepts learned in Years 7 and 8, while integrating sustainability and opportunities for student leadership.
Students will study a wide range of engaging, real-world concepts in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, ranging from
plant growth to material production and forces and motion. They will also study several transition topics to best
prepare them for exam success in their IGCSE’s. Sustainability remains a key focus, with students encouraged to
engage in action-based learning. Our curriculum's aim continues to be preparing tomomrow’s leaders—confident,
creative, and independent learners.

COURSE OVERVIEW

= Preparing students for the IGCSE course through the study of transition topics in Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics.

= Developing more advanced scientific and practical skills to prepare for IGCSEs.

» Using the scientific method to develop inquiry and investigation skills.

= Promoting and participating in sustainable initiatives to reduce our environmental impact.

= Nurturing leadership through projects, presentations, and student-led work.

Curriculum
Exploring Science International (Pearson)
Assessment

Every half term there will be a cumulative assessment to prepare students to recall with ease.
Assessment will be followed by a feedforward lesson to address misunderstanding and
misconceptions. There is ongoing formative assessment throughout lessons and assessed tasks.

Useful Websites:

= http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/*https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive ks3 science

= http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p

= https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/

= https://www.thenational.academy/

= https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

= https://keystagewiki.com/index.php/Science Key Stage 3



https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/%E2%80%A2https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive_ks3_science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://keystagewiki.com/index.php/Science_Key_Stage_3

SCIENCE continued

COURSE OVERVIEW

Content

Assessment

Biology
9B: Plant growth

* Reactions in plants
+ Plant adaptations

* Plant products

+ Growing crops

* Farming problems
* Organic faming

Chemistry
9E: Making materials

* Materials of the future
* Making ceramics

+ Composite materials
* Recycling materials

* Material failures?

Physics
9l: Forces and motion

* Forces for movement
* Energy for movement
* Speed

* Turning forces

* More machines

Biology
9C: Biology revision and
projects

* Cells, systems and
movement

+ Other organ systems

» Energy in ecosystems

* Project: enzyme
investigation

Written assessment every
half term

Chemistry
9F: Reactivity

* Demolition

* Types of explosions
* Reactivity

* Energy and reactions
» Displacement

* Extracting metals

Physics
9J: Force fields and
electromagnets

* Mission to Mars

» Force fields

» Static electricity

e Current electricity
* Humans in space

Chemistry
9G: Chemistry revision and
projects

e Separating substances
» Chemical reactions

* Physical and chemical
* The periodic table

* Project: carbon capture

Physics
9K:Physics revision and
projects

e Models in science

* Energy

* Forces

* Waves and fields

e Machines

* Project: Going faster

Written assessment every
half term

Biology

9D: Biology transition to
GCSE

* Threat from disease

* Command words

e Testing medicines

* Ecology

* Combatting pandemics

Chemistry

9H: Chemistry transition to

GCSE

* lons

* Energy transfers

* Rates of reaction

e Chemical equations
* Equilbria

Physics
9L: Physics transition to
GCSE

e Physicists

* Fields

» Cause and effect

* Information from graphs
* Models

e Physics research

Revision for end of year
assessment.

End of year assessment



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students in Year 9 will continue experiencing a broad and creative curriculum that has been thoroughly mapped so
experiences and prior learning can continue to be built and further developed. All teaching staff to empower
students to lead a healthy, active lifestyle, providing opportunities for all to compete in sport and other activities, in
turn building character including values such as faimess and respect.

Basic GCSE Physical Education concepts and theories will also be addressed throughout the various units of
work allowing students to develop the knowledge and skills to be physically active and healthy in later life. Our
curriculum will promote a love of physical activity and the confidence to participate. In addition, students will be able
to evaluate their own health and fithess levels using data effectively and implement effective programs to further
enhance their ability levels.

In line with the GEMS Metropole Prep School vision, Physical Education and Sport is embedding student leadership
within the curriculum. This will help students to develop their skills and qualities associated with leadership such as
communication, confidence and organisation.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Throughout the year all students will rotate through the following Sports

Football, Netball, Cricket, Athletics, Swimming, Basketball, Fitness and the body/Strength
Content and Conditioning, Striking and Fielding, Badminton, Handball, Gymnastics, Table Tennis.

Formative practical assessment will take place throughout each unit of sport being studied.

Useful Websites:
= http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb 4wx

= http://news. .CO. rt2/hi m fault.stm

= http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/P hange-for-life. X


http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/academy/default.stm
http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/Pages/change-for-life.aspx

ISLAMIC STUDIES A
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Assessment

Useful Websites:

= WWW.Seraj-uae.com

= WWW. t .com ne4ki
= https://quran411.com/

= h : nnah.com



http://www.seraj-uae.com/
http://www.youtube.com/c/One4kids-Zaky
https://quran411.com/
https://sunnah.com/
https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/islamic-treasures/id1581310984
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.royaltechni.kidsapp&hl=en

ISLAMIC STUDIES B

In our Islamic Education program, we adhere to the Ministry of Education (MOE) curriculum and the Knowledge and
Human Development Authority (KHDA) framework, aligning it with the expectations and pedagogies of the National
Curriculum of the United Kingdom. The Islamic Education curriculum encompasses six themes, each addressing topics

that are vital to students' interests, lives, and environments. These themes are as follows:
1. Divine Revelation (Quran & Hadith).
4. Islamic Values and Manners.

2. Islamic Beliefs
5. Prophet’s Biography & Characters.

3. Islamic Rulings and its objectives.

6. Identity and Contemporary Issues.

The main aim of the Islamic Education Program is to promote moderate Islamic values that reflect the true essence of
Islam as embraced by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). This approach is intricately linked to the original Arab values and

concepts.

COURSE OVERVIEW

1. Divine
Revelation
(Quran &

Hadith).

2. Islamic
Beliefs
3. Islamic
Rulings and
itsObjectives.

Memorization,
recitation, and

interpretation of

the overall

Meaning of the
verses of Surah

Yaseen (1-12)

Memorization,
recitation, and

interpretation of the
overall meaning of the

verses of Surah
Yaseen (13 — 32).
((The Believer Story))

Memorization,
recitation, and

interpretation of

the overall
meaning of the

verses of Surah
Yaseen (33 — 54)

((The Power of

Memorization,
recitation, and

interpretation of

the overall
meaning of the

verses of Surah
Yaseen (55-68)

((The Path to

Memorization,
recitation, and
interpretation
of the overall
meaning of
verses from
Surah Yaseen
(79-83) ((The

Memorization,
recitation, and
interpretation
of the overall
meaning of
verses from
Surah Yaseen
(79-83) ((The

Allah)). Paradise)). Evidences of  Evidences of
4. Islamic Actions are but The Good Earning. the Oneness  the Oneness
by Intention. The Vows and and Power of and Power of
Values and Oaths. Key aspects of the  Alllah)) Alllah))
Manners. Sincerity. The Etiquettes of life of Al-Shifaa
Travelling. Conquest of Bint Abdullah.
The Bless of Makkah. The Battle of
5. Prophet’s Security. Hunayn. Key aspects of
Biography & The Three Holiest Umrah. PROJECT: The the Life Imam
e B.ellieving in the Mosques. Social ar_wd civil Shgfi’ee and
Divine Date and “I'm the best one morals in the his impact on
predestination. Prayers for Certain among you for my Peaceful Keeping the the Islamic
6. Identity and Purposes (Eclipse, family” ((Seerah)). Conquest of Ties of Law.
Contemporary Rain and Istikhara) Makkah — Strong Kinship.
Relate to the UN
Issues. Civil Law &
Human Right’s
Laws)
Students will be assessed twice each term. They will undergo short tests mid-termterm, and at the end
Assessment . . . . . . .
of the semester, they will take an exam in Islamic Education covering the six course topics.
Useful Websites: .
= WWw.Seraj- .com



http://www.seraj-uae.com/
http://www.youtube.com/c/One4kids-Zaky
https://sunnah.com/
https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/islamic-treasures/id1581310984
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.royaltechni.kidsapp&hl=en

ARABIC A
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Term 1A Term 1B

"ie) Al 3 leaCile s sall "3e) 8l 5 lew" Chle gaia gall L, 5 Sl B s oY) (il JlaaY) irall aleidl sy
sailad) Jacalad) 5 405 5al)

Shall Clad (et el il o st et AR e (A (o gail) Lo

daxs alac| 1dad- Rl I RN R WO VO SCr - IV R POREC Il 3| P BTN IPEUIN | R PRECNPRCHDN S I

il 8 e sleal il a3 Y Liiedl; il glxal) il aliea 323

L2 s ) s g el (el uaadll bl 3 ke ) Alad e allis By jaid (o gaad Aia Jaisy
Gle gla¥) ;e slaall Gadll- pkall jaall s paie JadY) Caa JS judy (oS i g ASall ) ol 30 Elaal) sy
Y e daai dal e slaall Gaill- Gliaadll Aldtead i daalal)

(g Aaaill 3 ) sall g Coaasll g 3 jull oy

Gaafl 3 lea"ile g gall Dhaa 1giie day peall e glaall alilas day (il il Kl aaay-

e laiu¥) LAY e Baamia

Term 1 "o LaiasY) 5 iaad) 5 g le gaia sall by o skl Jlae 8 dpeke Gilalhias iy
Content (o2 ) &l ) e L) Lilame asiyy Jie gl LA 5l Ll 5 sl de gansal) 33l e g
o=l e Aaladll Al il il rp L) ASal IS e sl 5 eulaal) ol Sl aulati g aall g (lpaddll

=L Ga e A\ EWA| Axiie 400 445020

(3835 sl YAzl ) 48 ey AS8a 558l (e Leld] G i Ka ety

B PG AP

Jadl: sl (A0 i) )Aalll Al il e (S Ledha s s Len paa g Alas dpdy Alan 583 jha Jladl ol

Janelly Jaaiall 4l ;2230 A il 5 Boaaa Ul e 4ajays il (ot
Ol sl Jlaadl hal ge Wi s clellag g 2S5l 5 Joaall 5 Jaaiall 4galil) <o yais

RECIEM RN S ) 4l H4e S AL e das (A i

2 ) laasil i) Badan (5 AT A0y Wa gad g 40313 | s i

) g cuad QU (g3 pu gt e |ay ) ALl laaitl (4 el 5 ogalall Cauasllg )l

1315 138 0 g odas s cAagn A 5l 5588 (o Wiay 5 iy
iy i ALY 5 oYL 5 SE 1) e 4y S e 5S4 Lause




ARABIC A continued
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ARABIC B

In Year 9, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different levels to meet the student’s needs. The curriculum
focuses on real life activities or situations or public figures, students will learn and apply their learning developing
their language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) through literature, observations, and collaborative
discussions. They will demonstrate new ways to build strong base in asking and answering questions about key
details in texts and reading aloud. Students will present their work or presentations orally or through other media. In
addition, students learned how to write different types of texts (articles, informative essays, description essays,
journals, persuasive essays) applying new grammar concepts.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit: The World of  Unit: Fame and Unit: Memories Unit: Influential Unit: Social Unit: The World of
Dreams Celebrities = my journals Characters Media Cinema
= dream house = meeting a (my momismy = Sheikh Zayed = old way of = the history of
= dream job celebrity queen) = Helen Killer communication cinema
= advantagesand - diary of a = advantages = what to watch?
Grammar: disadvantages wimpy kid Grammar: and disadvantages (Rating movies)
= plural of of the fame = similarity of social media
masculine Grammar: [QEtat] Grammar:
= plural of feminine Grammar: = possessive - types of Grammar: = the irregular plural
= the connected pronouns similarity = negative (Sl e
Writing Skills: pronouns = similarity ((4&l) (4w |5 sentences form / = connections
- writing a (Alsial) yilaal command (= SV ABLaYL — Ly
description text Writing Skills: Writing Skills: sentences form (N =38
aboutthe dream  Writing Skills: = Writing in a = writing a (o / conadl 5Ll
house, and the = writing a journal about a discretional Writing Skills:
problem of dialogue with a special day, or text about Writing Skills: = writing a report
housing in many celebrity occasion, day of Sheikh Zayed and = comparing old about the cinema
countries in the = writing a the week. his achievements ways of in the past and
world convincing text Compare communication now
= designing a about the between diaries with the = writing a report
personal CV and advantages and and journals current ones about movies
try to write about disadvantages = writing about a = writing a festivals and how
their dream jobs\ of the fame, and diary during convincing text to rate movies
and how to get it give examples Covid and about the
from real life online learning advantages &

disadvantages
of social media

AR NERN The students will be assessed at the end of each unit, and will have an end of term Assessment.

Useful Websites:

= www.kamkalima.com/ar/home

= www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/ar



http://www.kamkalima.com/ar/home
http://www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/ar
http://www.wordwall.net/en-us/community/arabic

GEOGRAPHY

Students study one hour of History and one hour of Geography per week. In Geography, Year 9 students will study
an array of topics within Physical, Human and Environmental Geography. Aims of the curriculum are to develop
students’ knowledge and understanding about the planet we all live on; to provide students with the skills to
illustrate, research and refine their understanding; to ensure that students are given a grounded understanding of
key geographical concepts; and to enable students to reach conclusions and begin to question the world around
them. Students will look at various global issues and look to strengthen an empathetic approach to learning that will

help them assess these global issues from the viewpoints of multiple stakeholders.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Term 1

Content

Topic: Geographical
Skills and application

* Longitude & Latitude
* Map Symbols
» Grid references

Topic : Globalisation

*Causes

*Trade blocks
*Acceleration of
globalisation

*Switched off locations
*Switched on locations
*Case study on the positive
and negative impact of
globalisation

Term 2

Topic: Cold Environments
Context
*Glacial landforms
*Plant and animal adaptions
*Opportunities
*Challenges
*Threats
*Management

Topic: Climate Change
*Natural causes
*Human causes
eImpacts
Strategies to reduce

Term 3

Topic: Energy and water
Demand for energy
resources
+Different strategies to
increase energy and manage
supply.

*Demand for water resources
+Different strategies to
increase water supply.

Topic : Natural Hazards

Climate Hazards
*Tectonic Hazards

- HIC Case study
- LIC Case Study

LRSS il  Peer and group
assessed project on
Globalisation using
geographical skills and
their application to the

topic

Written assessment, peer
assessment and
presentation, GCSE style
questions

GCSE style questions
with peer assessment

Useful Websites:
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

http://www.geograph.org.uk

http://www.geographyalltheway.com



http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/

HISTORY

Students study one hour of History and one hour of Geography per week. In History, Year 9 students begin by
developing their knowledge and understanding of the Tudor and Stuart period in Britain 1500-1750. Students will
start by exploring the personality and reign of King Henry VIII, his divorce and the “Break with Rome”. They will
then investigate the impact of the establishment of the Church of England and the many religious changes that took
place in the 16t century known as the Reformation. Students will also study in depth aspects of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth including the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Finally, there will be a focus on the causes of the English
Civil War and the execution of King Charles | as well as an exploration of other 17t century events such as the

Great Plague of 1665 and the Fire of London the following year.
COURSE OVERVIEW

Assessment

Term 1

Britain 1500-1750

— What was the

impact of King Henry’s
divorce?

This unit will explore

the character of
personality of Henry VIII
with a focus on the
reasons for his

divorce and the “break
with

Rome”, as well as his
other marriages.

This is followed by an
exploration of the
differences between
the Catholic and
Protestant faiths and
the impact of the reigns
of Henry’s children.

Term 2

Britain 1500-1750 —

Why was there an English
Civil War in the 17"
Century?

This unit investigates

the long- and short-term
causes of the English Civil
War

between King Charles |
and Parliament.

There will be a study of

the Civil War battles and
the reasons why Parliament
won and then went on to
execute King Charles |I.

Term 3

Britain 1750-1900 —
Why did Britain
become “Great”in
this period?

This unit studies aspects
of Britain’s industrial
revolution and
investigates how Britain
became “the workshop
of the world” in the 19"
Century.

There will also be a
study of the Trans-
Atlantic Slave Trade
and the experience of
Africans taken to

the Americas.

An assessment on
the reasons for Henry’s
“break with Rome”

A source-based
assessment on
interpretations of

the execution of Charles I.

A source-based
assessment on
interpretations of the
execution of Charles |.

Useful Websites:
e http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/

e http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0

e http://www.understandingslavery.com




FRENCH

In Year 9, students study French, as a continuation of their Year 7, 8 and Primary School learning (if they have
been at MTW previously).

Students will develop language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad range
of topics. This varied approach will also encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the
various course elements, and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified areas for improvement
allowing for personalised learning and feedback. We strive for all students to analyse, to take risks, and to question
language. It is these teaching methods which help to infuse resilience and understanding within our students.

In line with the school’s vision, it is our belief that these attributes enhance students’ opportunities to travel, work,
and to become the international leaders of tomorrow. All our lessons are taught mainly in the target language and
our students are encouraged from the start to reply in the target language.

COURSE OVERVIEW - FRENCH (subject to change depending on work covered)

Using present tense with  Talking about advantages Combining four tenses

regular verbs and and disadvantages of . .
) Talking about regions and
irregular verbs technology .
countries
Agreeing and Adjectival agreement .
d'g g : ¢ Talking about advantages
Isagreeing Creating a film review and disadvantages of your

Talking about Tv shows
Content and films

: : region
Using the imperfect tense g

Talking about friends and

Describing events from . . .
family relationships

Using the simple future

the past
tense " :
. Writing a profile of a
. Talking about what you .
Talking about your future music star
) e used to do and how you
holidays and activities .
were when you were Talking about role models

Talking about special younger
occasions and
describing family events

Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Assessment




ICT AND COMPUTING

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Year 9 Computer Science and ICT curriculum provides students with a comprehensive foundation in essential
computing concepts and practical skills. Beginning with macOS navigation and digital literacy, students learn crucial
skills for safe and effective computer use. They progress to computational thinking and problem-solving, where they
develop skills in logical reasoning and algorithm development. Students then explore data management through
databases and spreadsheets, gaining proficiency in organizing, manipulating, and analyzing data. They also learn
networking basics and internet fundamentals, understanding network types, internet infrastructure, and security
principles. Finally, students engage in Python programming, mastering programming fundamentals and applying
their skills in a culminating project. This curriculum equips students with essential knowledge and skills in
computing, preparing them for further studies and future technological challenges.

Introduction to MAC and Data and Information Introduction to Networks and the

Digital Literacy Internet
Spreadsheets and Data Analysis

Computational Thinking and Python Programming

Problem Solving

Digital literacy Problem solving Creativity
Digital citizenship Programming concepts Design

Key Skills File Management De-bugging Networking
Recall Logical thinking Planning
Critical thinking Resilience Collaboration

MCQ testing understanding of topic
Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills

Assessment

Useful Websites:

= https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8 mtsbk

= https://replit.com/new/python3

= https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-python

= https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp

= https://edu.gcfglobal.ora/en/topics/office2016/



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk
https://replit.com/new/python3
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-python
https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

In Year 9 Entrepreneurship the curriculum guides students through foundational aspects of entrepreneurship,
starting with the development of critical skills and mindsets essential for success in business ventures.
Emphasizing creativity, problem-solving, and effective communication, students leam to identify market
opportunities and formulate viable business ideas. They refine their ability to pitch these concepts, preparing them
to navigate the initial stages of entrepreneurial endeavors with confidence.

Moving into practical application, the curriculum shifts towards planning and launching a business. Students
engage in writing detailed business plans that encompass market analysis, strategic marketing, financial planning,
and legal considerations. They also delve into the process of product development, from conceptualization to
prototyping and production, equipping them with the practical skills needed to execute their entrepreneurial visions
effectively. This holistic approach ensures students not only understand the foundational principles of
entrepreneurship but also gain hands-on experience in strategizing, planning, and managing business operations
from inception through to growth.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Entrepreneurial Skills and Business Planning Managing and Growing a
Content Mindsets Business
Product Development and
Idea Generating & Prototyping Growth Strategies and Scaling

Opportunity Recognition

Self-Reflection and Problem solving Brainstorming

Improvement Researching Entrepreneurial Mindset
Key Skills Time Maqagem_ent Commgnication Poster Creation

Presentation skills Creativity Target Market

Collaboration Networking USP

Critical Thinking Presentation Skills

MCQ testing understanding of topic
Assessment Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills

Useful Websites:

= https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free

= Resources on Microsoft Teams



https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=Free

ART AND DESIGN

Our aims in the Art Dept for KS3 are:

* Develop Creative Skills: Encourage creative expression through diverse materials like graphite, pastels,
watercolour, acrylics, clay, and digital tools.
 Critical Thinking and Analysis: Foster analysis of art using different materials and techniques, enhancing

understanding of media choices.

« Application of Art and Design: Explore practical applications in industries like graphic design, fashion,
architecture, and advertising, through real-world projects.
» Technical Proficiency: Improve technical skills with drawing tools, various paints, sculpting materials, types of

design, and printmaking.

* Personal Expression: Support unique artistic voices by experimenting with materials that reflect individual

experiences and ideas.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Year 9 students will build on their experience and knowledge they have gained in Year 8, and will progress to
more in-depth projects. They will exploree new materials and subjects as well as developing their drawing
skills. Students will advance their skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and linking their work to the work of
others. Projects are designed to fit more closely with the GCSE requirements to promote a smoother

transition from KS3 to KS4.

Drawing Skills & Effective
Research:

In Term 1, students will focus on drawing

with the theme of nature, emphasizing
creativity, personal interpretation, and
effective research. They will begin by
exploring elements of nature for
inspiration, researching and selecting
resonant images, and studying artists
with similar themes. Practice with
coloured pencils will develop their
observation and technique. Building on
this foundation, students will advance to
pen analytical drawings and pencil
sketches, refining their line work,
hatching techniques, and understanding
of light, shadow, and depth. Throughout
the term, nature will serve as a
continuous source of inspiration, helping
students enhance their skills, push
creative boundaries, and improve their
research abilities.

Assessment

Useful Websites:

(@)
o
S
=
D
S
—

Painting & Photography:

In Term 2, Year 9 students will focus
on painting and photography with an
emphasis on still life. They will begin
by studying various artists and
techniques associated with still life,
starting with painting studies of single
objects to refine their skills in
observation, color mixing, and
brushwork. The term will then shift to
photography, where students will set
up and photograph their own still life
arrangements, learning about

composition, lighting, and perspective.

These photographs will serve as
references for their paintings, bridging
the gap between the two mediums
and encouraging close observation
and creative expression. This
continuous exploration of still life
enhances students' abilities in both
painting and photography.

Student books will be marked at the end of every project.
Students should expect to use a range of peer and self-assessment in their work.

= https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm

= https://www.artsy.net

= https://www.studentartquide.com

Printmaking:

In Term 3, Year 9 students will delve into
printmaking, starting with selecting their own
themes from a provided bank of ideas. This
personalized approach fosters creativity and
individual expression as students research their
chosen themes, gather inspiration, and
understand the context behind their ideas. They
will learn various printmaking techniques,
experimenting with different methods to produce
unique prints. In the latter half of the term,
students will explore different applications of
their printmaking work, choosing between digital
graphic or textile designs for practical, functional
pieces or creating multimedia collages for richer
artistic expression. Additionally, they will be
introduced to the structure and expectations of
the GCSE art curriculum, preparing them for
future studies. This term links hands-on
printmaking experience with practical
applications, enhancing technical skills and
artistic appreciation while preparing students for
the next stages of their art education.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
https://www.artsy.net/
https://www.studentartguide.com/

PERFORMING ARTS

In Year 9, students have one hour of Performing Arts per week. In Term 1, students will attend either a whole term of
Music or Drama (this will be communicated to students at the start of the academic year). In Term 2, students will
swap and study the performing art they didn’t do in Term 1.

By Term 3, we will be encouraging students to choose wither Music or Drama to study for the remainder of the year.
This decision should be based on the subject that interests and excites them most! For students wanting to opt for
Music or Drama for a GCSE in Year 10, they should ensure that their Term 3 choice reflects this.

COURSE OVERVIEW: MUSIC

Autumn Term
1

Autumn Term
2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Harmony &
Musical

Literacy —

Core Skills:
Rhythm and
Pitch Notation —
working on
Keyboards,
understanding a
melody, rhythm,
pitch, chords,
basic chord
sequence for a
pop song — I, IV,
V. How do we
find these
chords and what
is a triad? Pedal
notes can be
used for
scaffolded
learning, Two
handed playing
for extension.
Reading Treble
and Bass Clef.

Theme and
Variations: using
keyboards — or
own instruments
—whatis a
theme and
variations and
how to you
compose your
own. Can you
notate it?
Compose and
perform your
own theme and
variation from a
given theme.

What makes a good
song: Introduction to
song writing — hooks
and riffs, Using a
DAW how to create
multiple tracks to
create a song — using
the keyboard as an
interface Garage
Band. Working
collaboratively. Using
different instruments
and voice — e.g.
Drums, Guitar, Voice,
and creating backing
tracks/ adapting
backing tracks/ using
DAW in arranging/
composition and
performance.

Song Writing:
Working in a
group/ band —
creating a
song? —
Garage Band —
or appropriate
DAW to be
utilised.

*Using Sibelius
or other
software —
Student can
use software
that supports
their learning
most.

Introduction to
Westem Classical
Music — Form,
Genre, Style,
Language — GCSE
Content to be
studied in term of
listening, written
work, structure,
analysis, composing
and performing.
Including
performance on
student’s own
instrument of study.

Preparation
for

GCSE music
Year 10




PERFORMING ARTS

ASSESSMENT: MUSIC

Autumn

Autumn

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer 1

Summer 2

Term 1

Assessment
of written and
read skills on
rhythmic and
pitch notation,
performance
assessment
on the
keyboard.
Melody and
Chords. I, IV
and V. Two
handed
playing where
possible.
Extension —
Two handed
playing
reading more
complex parts
for Melody
and Bass

Term 2

Assessment
of
Composition
Skills
demonstratin
gan
understandin
g of the
structure of a
Theme and
Variations.
Leadership
and
collaboration
skills
assessed
through half
term.
Performance
of students
Theme and
Variation. C
ontinued ass
essment of
read and
written
Rhythm and
Pitch
Notation,
Treble and
Bass Clef,
Bar Time,
Musical
Terminology.

Students
demonstrate
their work
through
recording using
Garage Band as
more of a tool
for arranging
and analysing/
recording/
editing. Using
Garage Band as
a more serious
DAW. Continue
d assessment
of read and
written Rhythm
and Pitch
Notation, Treble
and Bass Clef,
Bar Time,
Musical
Terminology.

Composing,
Arranging and
Editing skills are
demonstrated in
this half term
project. Work on
this will be
assessed
individually once
submitted at the
end of term.
Continued asses
sment of read
and written
Rhythm and
Pitch Notation,
Treble and Bass
Clef, Bar Time,
Musical
Terminology.

Listening. Students will
demonstrate their
understanding of the
historical periods through
identifying pieces from
Baroque to Modern pop in
listening and written
assessment based on
GCSE questions.
Continued assessment of
read and written Rhythm
and Pitch Notation, Treble
and Bass Clef, Bar Time,
Musical Terminology.

Students will
be assessed
using GCSE
Questions
and the
GCSE
Curriculum in
preparation
for their
GCSE.
Continued as
sessment of
read and
written
Rhythm and
Pitch
Notation,
Treble and
Bass Clef,
Bar Time,
Musical
Terminology.




PERFORMING ARTS

In Year 9, students have one hour of Performing Arts per week. In Term 1, students will attend either a whole term of
Music or Drama (this will be communicated to students at the start of the academic year). In Term 2, students will
swap and study the performing art they didn’t do in Term 1.

By Term 3, we will be encouraging students to choose wither Music or Drama to study for the remainder of the year.

This decision should be based on the subject that interests and excites them most! For students wanting to opt for
Music or Drama for a GCSE in Year 10, they should ensure that their Term 3 choice reflects this.

COURSE OVERVIEW: DRAMA

Theatre Practitioners
Students will develop their knowledge on Stanislavski. They will focus on
his naturalistic style of performances.

Theatre Practitioners
Students will develop their knowledge on Brecht. They will focus on his work with
breaking the fourth wall and Epic theatre

Shakespeare

Students will learn about Romeo and Juliet. They will explore different themes
such as conflict and relationships through the use of script.

Content

Monologue and Duologies

Students will develop their knowledge and creative writing skills whilst focusing on
skills needed when performing monologues and duologues.

Plays
Students will learn the play and will explore the themes and characters through the
script.

Devising Project
Students will work on creating their own performances using pictures as a stimulus.

Practical Performances — video or audio recording taken when appropriate
Written and/or verbal feedback — to show students how to improve their work
DIRT feedback lessons to for reflection.




ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

As a school we value the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle, and here at Metropole we have in place a
comprehensive extra-curricular programme with a range of enjoyable activities on offer for our students to choose
from. Engagement in sport and a wide range of squads that are led by teachers, PE staff and outside sports
agencies are very popular with students. Metropole is developing a reputation for competitive sport and our
students patrticipate in a range of fixtures and competitions each year.

The Metropole Mavericks is our MTWs competitive PE squads. This year the Mavericks will compete in the DASSA
leagues against secondary schools across Dubai. The trials for these squads will take place during the initial weeks
of term, offering students the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and dedication. Selected participants

will then be invited to attend after-school trainings before the competitions begin. For secondary students, the
Mavericks Squads are as follows; boys and girls football, girls netball, cricket, boys and girls basketball and
rounders.

For detailed information about the Metropole Mavericks squads, as well as ECAs please visit the "PE and
Mavericks" section on the parent portal to view the Mavericks Brochure 24/25.

MSC (Moral, Social & Cultural Studies)

Moral, Social and Cultural (MSC) education at Metropole is delivered weekly in a dedicated lesson, and is also
integrated into all specific subject areas; assemblies, trips, projects and house competitions.

The ultimate outcome of MSC is to create a generation of citizens who:

= Build character traits that include resilience, perseverance, work ethic, critical thinking and discipline.

= Prepare students with the skills they need for adult life. Skills include financial literacy, awareness of addiction,
mental and physical well-being and digital literacy.

= Teach students the practical and ethical values that are represented in the ethos of the course, which includes
tolerance, honesty, dignity, respect, and humility.

» Encourage and enable students to become engaged members of their community.

= Teach students about culture, both of the UAE and of the wider world, and enable them to value the wealth of
culture available across the world.

= Emphasise diversity in its social and cultural components.

= Deliver intemational content.

= Challenge and inspire students.

= Reinforce UAE vision Key concepts for Sustainable development.



ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION continued

Wellbeing

Wellbeing is a fundamental aspect of education. Focusing on mental, emotional, and physical wellbeing can
significantly impact student academic performance and overall happiness. We support wellbeing through:

Mental Health Education: Integrating lessons on mental health awareness, stress management, and
emotional intelligence into the curriculum helps students understand and manage their

emotions. Implementing mindfulness exercises, relaxation techniques, and meditation sessions can help
students develop coping strategies for stress and anxiety.

Counseling Services: Providing access to our school counselors allows students to seek help and guidance
when needed.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise helps students
maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where students feel safe,
valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing.

Physical Activities: Encouraging participation in physical activities, sports, and exercise helps students
maintain physical health and reduces stress.

Positive School Environment: Creating a supportive and inclusive school culture where students feel safe,
valued, and respected promotes overall wellbeing.

Core Intervention

Core intervention programmes are designed to provide additional support to students who may need extra
help in subjects such as English, Maths and Science. These programmess aim to close learning gaps,
reinforce foundational skills, and ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed academically.

Core intervention takes place for our non-Muslim students whilst our Muslim students attend their Islamic
lessons. The lessons will include:

Small Group Tutoring: Organising small group sessions with a specialist teacher to provide personalised
attention and support, making it easier for students to ask questions and engage in interactive learning.

Homework Help: Providing designated time and resources for homework assistance helps students
complete assignments effectively and reinforces their understanding of the material.



PREPARING FOR GCSEs

Year 9 is an important time as students begin to prepare for their GCSE journey, which spans across Years 10 and
11. It is essential that our Year 9s approach this year with a mature attitude, taking their studies seriously and
committing to their academic growth.

Although GCSEs do not official start until Year 10, this year will be about students considering the option subjects
they will take, and on the next page, you will be able to see the options-process timeline as we prepare our students
and support them through this transition.

For parents and students who are unfamiliar with the GCSE/BTEC system, the information below should help explain
what GCSEs are and how they are graded.

GENERAL CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION (GCSE)

There are different exam boards offering certificated courses in both GCSEs and International GCSEs. As an
international school we have the opportunity to present students for either course from the range of exam boards.
Staff have carefully analysed course content and exam requirements to ensure that the selected board and course
are right for our students, our school and our international context. As a result, we are currently presenting students
for a mixture of GCSE and IGCSE exams with AQA and Edexcel exam boards. For many families that are new to the
English curriculum, the grading system is one of the first things that is unfamiliar to parents and students. The diagram
below from gives a comparison of the two grading systems.

. | F | € | 0o |/ Cc | B ] Al A
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

GCSEs at Grade A* - C or 9 - 4 are often used as a benchmark for comparisons and entry into Key Stage 5, with
many expecting English and Mathematics to be included. Each GCSE/IGCSES course is unique and has its own
course requirements and examination procedures. Many require the submission of coursework, in the form of
independent work or as a controlled assessment. Students cannot be presented for the final examination if the
course work or controlled assessment has not been completed in the set time. In some subjects' students are
entered for a “tier”. The Foundation tier targets grades 5 to 1 and the Higher tier grades 9— 4. The decision about the
appropriate tier for assessment will take into consideration class work, assessment results and student ability.
Students and parents will be made aware of the level when decisions are made.

For Years 10 and 11, we believe that a broad and balanced education is still important in to prepare students for
future studies in whichever system of education or career path they enter. We find that many students will change
their career focus as they continue through education and want them to keep a variety of options open. We are
proud to offer a wide range of courses to meet the interests and needs of our students. To ensure breadth and
balance and to meet UAE requirements all students will study the following core subjects:

e GCSE English— Language, or Language and Literature (depending on suitability), or 2nd Language English

e GCSE Mathematics— Foundation or Higher

e GCSE Science— Double, Triple, or Single Science Award (depending on suitability — school’s decision)

e Arabic A &B

e Physical Education - core subject

e Islamic Studies for Muslim students

e MSC (Moral, Social and Cultural Studies) are compulsory MOE subjects



PREPARING FOR GCSEs

The timeline below gives students and parents an idea of the events throughout Year 9 to prepare students for the
GCSE option-subject process. We believe that this should be a well thought-out, reflective exercise where students
consider their future carefully. We do not permit subject changes in Year 10 once the course begins, unless there
are exceptional circumstances. This means it is vital students make the right decisions this academic year.

As you can see from the below, there are various events and activities taking place throughout Terms 1 and 2. More
information will be shared about this and you can refer to the school calendar for details about the Options Evening,
which we encourage all Year 9 stduents and parents to attend.

For our students with special educational needs, more information will be sent to you from our Head of Inclusion
regarding our alternative pathways, which includes the ASDAN programme.

Year 9 students are surveyed to determine the subjects they would like to study in
Mid October Years 10 and 11

Provisional Option Blocks are released to parents with course criteria for
parents/students to consider. Parents receive a booklet which includes details of
exam boards for each subject and summaries of the subject content and
examination/coursework requirements.

End October

Series of events to support Year 9 students will run. These include:
* Option taster sessions

Mid November * Marketplace event

» Careers talk from guest speaker

* A-Levels & BTEC presentation

Year 9 Options Evening held with subject leaders and teachers for parents to ask

Silel NVl e guestions about GCSE/BTEC pathways and subjects on offer (25" November)

End November Electronic form released to parents/students to input option choices

Start December Students submit option choices

Head of Year 9 meets with parents where there are concerns over suitability to

Throughout January subjects*

End of February Confirmation of Options letters sent to parents

*please be aware that for some option subjects there will be entry requirements.



PREPARING FOR GCSEs

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

Students are required to select three additional courses ensuring that they meet the entry requirements. They
should select one subject from each option column once they are released to students later in Year 9. We will
strive to meet the requests of students however there are limited spaces in each subject and option subjects will
only run if there is sufficient uptake. The option subjects we are likely to be offering:

* Art, Craft and Design
» Design & Technology
» Business Studies

« Drama

« Economics

* Food & Nutrition

» Geography

» History

e ICT

* Media Studies

» Physical Education

* Psychology

* Sociology

« IBTEC Construction
» IBTEC Engineering

In choosing a subject at GCSE students should think carefully about the following points:

e What subjects do you enjoy?

e \What subjects are you good at?

e Have | selected a broad range of subjects?

e Which subjects are important for my chosen career path?

e How do | prefer to be assessed? (BTEC students will be assessed continuously with no final examinations)

Year 10 and 11 students will be expected to take full responsibility for their choices and learning. Throughout
the two-year courses there will be great demands and expectations placed on students. To reach success,
students have to be disciplined and committed to their courses. Submission deadlines will have to be met, or
qualifications will be at risk.

Our exam board providers are:

@ Pearson AQ AT

Edexcel



THE BTEC PATHWAY

BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council)

Parents and students will be able to gather much more information about our BTEC offering during enrichment
classes, option evenings and the marketplace activity. For now, the information summarized below should be
sufficient in giving parents/students an insight into the BTEC pathway and the subjects we intend to offer
(subject to student numbers) as part of the Level 2 programme.

BTECs are high-quality, career-focused qualifications grounded in the real world of work. This means BTEC
learners develop and apply the knowledge, skills and behaviours that employers and universities are looking
for.

The BTEC qualification represents a vocational alternative to A-Levels, 1B, and GCSEs. They can be
studied alongside other GCSE and A-Level subjects. Currently BTEC qualifications are offered by the
Pearson Edexcel Exam Board. BTEC qualifications can be studied as double awards (equivalent to 2 A
Levels) or triple awards (equivalent to 3 A Levels).

BTEC grades are split into three and may be awarded in any combination of 'Starred Distinction,
Distinction, Merit and Pass'. A top performing student would receive three Starred Distinction grades.
Other students may receive award combinations such as Merit, Merit, Pass.

Four our Year 10 and 11 students, if they decide to study a BTEC subject, this will be one of their three
options. Each option takes three hours of the timetable per week, meaning they would be studying their
chosen BTEC for a maximum three hours a week.

The BTEC subjects we will be offering students (subject to student numbers) are:

@ Pearson

* Engineering
Edexcel




LEADERSHIP
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